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ANNCR : 

IN WASHINGTON, THE RECENT ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARHS CONTROL 
AND DISARMAHENT AGENCY CACDA) SAYS THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS BEGUN 
INSTALLING MULTIPLE NUCLEAR WARHEADS OH THE INTERMED IATE-RANGE 
MISSILES POSITIONED ALONG ITS WESTERN BORDER. VOA NEWS ANALYST 
JOHN ALBERT HAS THESE OBSERVATIONS: 
VOICE: 

THE NEW MISSILE, TO WHICH THE ARIIS CONTROL AGENCY REFERS 15 
THE SO-CALLED SS-20. IT'S A MOGILE INTERNEDIATE-RANGE BALLISTIC 
WEAPON, WITH A RANGE OF UNDER 5,500 KILONETERS AND, AS SUCH IS NOT 
COVERED BY STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION. HO'EVER, AS THE REPORT NOTES, THIS 
DEVELOPMENT POSES AN ADDITIONAL NUCLEAR THREAT TO WESTERN EUROPE, 
AN AREA WHERE MAJOR ARMS CONTROL EFFORTS ARE IN PROGRESS IN THE 
CONVENTIONAL FIELD AT THE VIENNA CONFERENCE ON MUTUAL BALANCED 
FORCE REDUCTIONS. BY STRENGTHEIING ITS MISSILE FORCE POISED 
AGAINST WESTERN EUROPE, THE SOVIET UNION ALSO HAS ADDED TO THE 
IMBALANCE IN CENTRAL EUROPE AID THE POTENTIAL INSECURITY THAT 
GOES WITH IT. 

FURTHERMORE, WHILE THE LATEST SOVIET MISSILE BUILDUP DOES 
NOT VIOLATE ANY STRATEGIC AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES, IT 
CAN HARDLY BE RECONCILED WITH THE SPIRIT OF THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT 
SIGNED BY THE SOVIET UNION ONLY A YEAR AGO. IN THE FINAL ACT OF 
THAT CONFERENCE IT IS STATED THAT "THE PARTICIPATING STATES 
RECOGNIZE THE INTEREST OF ALL OF THEI! IN EFFORTS AINED AT LESSENING 
MILITARY CONFRONTATION AND PROMOTING DISARMAMENT WHICH ARE 
DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT POLITICAL DETENTE IH EUROPE AND TO 


STRENGTHEN THEIR SECURITY." 
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APART FROM THESE CONSIDERATIONS, THERE IS ALSO AH INDIRECT 
EFFECT OF THE POSITIONING OF THE Iif\! MISSILE ON THE SALT 
NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES. AS JOHN LEHIIAN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 
ARMS CONTROL AND DISARIAIIEN:T AGENCY SAID IN AN INTERVIEW, BY 
ADDING A THIRD STAGE TO THE T!!0O-STAGE SS-20 MISSILE THIS WEAPON 
COULD CE CONVERTED INTO AN INTERCONTINENTAL MISSILE, A TECHNICAL 
ACHIEVEMENT ELL WITHIN THE REAL?i OF POSSISILITY. MISTER 
LEHMAN POINTED OUT THAT THERE ARE OBVIOUS TiiPLICATIONS FOR THE 
SALT NEGOTIATIONS lif WHICH THE QUESTION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES A 
STRATEGIC \IEAPON HAS CREATED NIAJOR DIFFICULTIES. THE SOVIET 
UNION HAS DENIED THAT ITS “BACKFIRE BOMBER, WITH A RANGE OF 
UP TO 11,000 KILOMETERS IS A STRATEGIC WEAPON, WHILE THE UNITED 
STATES HAS ARGUED THAT WITH REFUELING IT COULD REACH THE UNITED 
STATES AND RETURN. ON THE OTHER HAHO, THE ANERICAN "CRUISE 
MISSILE" -- A SUBSONIC GUIDED MISSILE WITH A MUCH SHORTER 
RANGE ~- WOULD IH THE SOVIET VIE! HAVE TO BE COUNTED UNDER THE 
OVERALL CEILING FOR STRATEGIC WEAPONS. THE UNITED STATES HAS 
REJECTED THIS POSITION, THE $S-20, HOWEVER, WHICH MOSCOl 
WANTS TO REGARD AS AN TiiTERMNEDIATE MISSILE, HAS SEVERAL TINES 
MORE PAYLOAD THAIi A CRUISE MISSILE AND THREE TIIIES THE RANGE. 
THERE IS THE FURTHER ARGUMENT THAT EVEN WITHOUT CONVERSION INTO 
A STRATEGIC HISSILE THE SS-20 COULD COVER OTHER POTENTIAL 
TARGETS, SUCH AS CHINA, AND THUS FREE LONGER-RAIGE MISSILES TO 
SE TARGETED AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 

AHNERICAN OFFICIALS EMPHASIZE THAT THEY HAVE FOR MANY MONTHS 
BEEN WATCHING THE DEVELOPHENT AND DEPLOYNENT OF THE NEW SOVIET 
MISSILE AND THUS HAVE OBVIOUSLY CONSIDERED IT It THEIR 


CALCULATIONS ABOUT THE RESPECTIVE STRENGTH OF THE HISSILE 
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FORCES, BUT BY PUBLICLY DISCLOSING THE ADVANCED STAGE OF 
DEVELOPHENT, THE ARMS CONTROL AGENCY WAITED TO DRA'! WORLD 
ATTENTION TO THE ADDITIONAL ELEIIENIT OF INSECURITY AND 
IMBALANCE THE SOVIET SUILDUP ENGENDERS FOR CENTRAL EUROPE. 


JS/CAK/PBM 


